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1. Overview 

Title 
Driving question or Topic 
Ages, Grades, … Duration, 
Timeline, 
Activities 

Curriculum Alignment 
Contributors, Partners 
Abstract - Synopsis 

General Knowledge 

Ages: 10 - 14 4 - 10 grades 3 learning hours 

3 * 45 minutes 3 phases 

 
This module will focus more on the general aspects of Europe as well as 
delve deeper into core aspects of the EU such as its four freedoms, the 
single currency and single market and more. The focus of this module is 
to highlight the uniqueness and beauty of Europe and the journey it took 
to become what it is today. 
We will go through the history of Europe for the past millennia, how the 
map borders changed and the countries of today came into being. This 
will provide students with a better idea of the different identities 
throughout Europe, the similarities and differences between them and 
how they all come together under the EU umbrella. 
There is much to be discovered and understood about Europe as each 
country has its own traditions, food, clothes, holidays. There will be a 
chapter dedicated to some fun facts such as different World Heritage 
sites fun and unique celebrations, the flora and fauna, and how these 
come into play with Europe’s imports and exports. 

2.  Objectives and methodologies 

Learning goals and objectives 
 

 
Learning outcomes and expected 
results 
Prior knowledge and prerequisites 

 
Motivation, methodology, 
strategies, scaffolds 

Historical Context: Understanding the formation of Europe helps 
children grasp the current geopolitical landscape and societal 
dynamics. Learning about historical events such as the World Wars, 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, or the expansion of the European Union 
provides context for understanding contemporary issues and 
challenges. It allows children to appreciate the hard-won peace, 
cooperation, and integration that have shaped the Europe of today. 
Cultural Awareness and Empathy: Europe is a continent known for 
its rich cultural diversity, with each country and region having its 
own unique traditions, languages, cuisine, and art forms. By 
learning about this diversity, children develop cultural awareness 
and empathy. They gain an appreciation for the customs, values, 
and beliefs of others, fostering respect and tolerance. This 
understanding of diverse cultures helps children become global 
citizens who can navigate an interconnected world with an open 
mind and appreciation for different perspectives. 
Promoting Unity and Collaboration: Europe today is characterized 
by a sense of unity and collaboration among its member states. By 
learning about Europe's formation and the development of 
institutions like the European Union, children understand the 
importance of cooperation and collective decision-making. They see 
the benefits of working together to address common challenges, 
such as climate change, economic stability, or social issues. This 
knowledge fosters a sense of shared responsibility and encourages 
children to become active participants in building a harmonious and 
interconnected Europe. 

 
In summary, understanding how Europe of today formed and learning 
about its diversity in cultures provides children with historical context, 
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 promotes cultural awareness and empathy, and fosters a spirit of unity 
and collaboration. It equips them with the knowledge and mindset to 
appreciate and navigate the complexities of a diverse and 
interconnected world, contributing to a more inclusive and harmonious 
society. 

 
 

Methodologies: 

 
1. Interactive Learning: Incorporate interactive activities to make 

the learning experience dynamic and engaging. Use multimedia 
resources, storytelling, role-playing, and hands-on activities to 
immerse children in the subject matter. For example, organize a 
mock Viking ship voyage to learn about Viking history, or create 
a map puzzle to explore the geography of Europe. 

2. Visual and Multimedia Resources: Utilize visual aids such as 
maps, timelines, photographs, and videos to provide visual 
context and support understanding. Use age-appropriate 
documentaries, educational videos, and online resources that 
showcase the historical landmarks, traditions, and cultural 
heritage of Europe. Encourage children to create their own 
visuals, such as drawings, collages, or presentations, to 
demonstrate their understanding. 

3. Primary and Secondary Sources: Introduce children to primary 
and secondary sources to foster critical thinking skills and 
historical analysis. Provide simplified versions of primary 
sources such as historical texts, artwork, or artifacts, along with 
secondary sources like age-appropriate books or articles. 
Encourage children to examine different perspectives and 
evaluate the credibility and reliability of sources. 

4. Field Trips and Guest Speakers: Organize field trips to local 
museums, historical sites, or cultural events that relate to 
European history and traditions. Invite guest speakers, such as 
historians, cultural experts, or individuals from European 
backgrounds, to share their knowledge and personal 
experiences. These firsthand experiences and interactions will 
enhance children's understanding and provide them with 
diverse perspectives. 

5. Cross-Curricular Integration: Integrate the module with other 
subjects such as geography, art, music, and literature to create 
a holistic learning experience. For example, children can 
explore European literature and folklore, learn about European 
art movements, or study European languages alongside history. 
This interdisciplinary approach will deepen their understanding 
of the historical and cultural context of Europe. 

3.  Preparation and means 

Preparation, space, setting 
Troubleshooting tips 
Resources, tools, material, 
attachments, equipment 
Safety and health 

The following content will be used during the implementation of this 
module: 
The EU General Knowledge module will be composed of 3 main parts 
which will explain and present the contents in a manner which will 
provide both the educators and the students themselves with the 
necessary information to get a good grasp on the module and also 
make it fun and engaging so that the children will maintain their 
interest. 

1.  The PDF 
The first part of the module will be a comprehensive PDF developed 

 



 

 specifically for the educators. As such the language of this will be more 
professional with the appropriate terminology. The PDF will explain all 
the concepts the module will present in an extensive manner so that 
the teachers can fully understand why they are important and how 
each concept works in conjunction with the rest. The PDF will also 
contain a list of resources for each topic so that they can do more 
research should they find it necessary. The educators are advised to 
read the PDF before presenting the accompanying presentation. 

2. PowerPoint presentation 
The second part of this module will consist of a PowerPoint 
presentation that will be developed to be presented directly towards 
the children. This presentation will describe all the concepts mentioned 
above on a basic to intermediate level, with the appropriate language 
for children 10-14 so that they can get a good grasp and be able to 
apply them in the appropriate context. The contents will be a mix of 
text and graph as to maintain an engaging aspect and similarly to the 
PDF will also include resources where they can get more information if 
they are interested in understanding certain concepts on a deeper 
level. 

3. Online Board Game 
The last part of this module will be an online board game developed to 
be played for 1-4 individuals. This game will draw inspiration from other 
board games such as Trivia Pursuit and Monopoly which have proven to 
be both educative and engaging for the target audience. The board 
game will focus on different categories of European live such as art, 
culture, science, sports, and general knowledge as to provide a well- 
rounded variety of topics. This will ensure that it can be attractive to all 
the different interests the target group will have. Through this board 
game educators and children will be able to test the knowledge gained 
through the 3 modules and also learn some new fun facts. 

Cloud tools/platforms 
If any… 

During the course of the module students will engage in: 
- Presentation of information 
This will be in the form of the Powerpoint presentations prepared 
targeted specifically for the students. The presentations will contain all 
of the information aimed for the students to learn in an engaging 
manner meaning that it will contain a mix of text and pictures, graphs 
and potential short videos so that the students can easily absorb 
information 

- Open discussion 
The educators are encourage to have a short 10-15 minute discussion 
at the end of the lesson on the topics learn as to gauge how well the 
students have understood the module. This will also serve for students 
to share and discuss their opinions and promote analytical thinking and 
debate 

- Online board game 
The board game which will accompany this module will be a fun activity 
for the students to practice what they’ve learned and also find more 
fun facts about the EU and Europe. It will maintain their focus and help 
fortify the new knowledge as it can be played multiple times and with 
repetition the students can more easily remember what they’ve 
learned. 

4.  Implementation 

Instructional activities, 
procedures, reflections 

Phase 1: History of Europe 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Assessment – Evaluation 
Presentation – Reporting – Sharing 
Extensions – other information 

When teaching children about the history of Europe, it is essential to 
present the information in an engaging and age-appropriate manner. 

 
1. Ancient Civilizations: Introduce children to the rich history of 

ancient European civilizations, such as ancient Greece and 
Rome. Discuss their contributions to democracy, philosophy, 
art, and architecture. Use interactive activities, storytelling, and 
visual aids to bring these ancient civilizations to life and foster a 
sense of wonder and curiosity. 

2. Medieval Europe: Explore the Middle Ages and the feudal 
system. Teach children about the castles, knights, and chivalry. 
Highlight key events such as the Crusades and the Magna Carta, 
and discuss the role of the Catholic Church during this period. 
Incorporate hands-on activities, such as constructing a model 
castle or organizing a medieval-themed day, to immerse 
children in the medieval world. 

3. Renaissance and Exploration: Introduce the Renaissance period 
and the cultural and artistic achievements that emerged during 
this time. Discuss the impact of figures like Leonardo da Vinci 
and Michelangelo. Explain how the Renaissance led to a period 
of exploration, including the voyages of Christopher Columbus 
and Vasco da Gama. Encourage critical thinking by discussing 
the consequences of these voyages and their impact on 
European history. 

4. World Wars and European Integration: Discuss the two world 
wars and their profound impact on Europe and the world. 
Explain the causes and consequences of these conflicts, 
highlighting the rise of nationalism, the Holocaust, and the 
division of Europe during the Cold War. Furthermore, explain 
the origins and purpose of the European Union, emphasizing its 
role in fostering peace, cooperation, and economic integration 
among European countries. Engage students in group 
discussions, debates, or role-playing activities to encourage 
critical thinking and empathy. 

 
Throughout the teaching process, it is crucial to incorporate interactive 
activities, multimedia resources, and visual aids to make the history of 
Europe come alive for children. Encourage questions, foster discussions, 
and provide opportunities for hands-on learning experiences to 
enhance their understanding and engagement with the subject matter. 

 
Phase 2: European traditions 
When teaching children about the traditions of Europe, it's important 
to provide them with a diverse and immersive experience. Here are 
four key aspects we should cover: 

 
1. Cultural Diversity: Introduce children to the vast array of 

cultures and traditions that exist within Europe. Explore 
different countries and regions, highlighting their unique 
customs, festivals, and attire. Engage children in interactive 
activities like tasting traditional foods, learning basic phrases in 
different European languages, or trying out traditional dances 
or songs. 

2. Festivals and Celebrations: Teach children about the various 
festivals and celebrations that take place throughout Europe. 
Explore popular events like St. Patrick's Day in Ireland, 
Oktoberfest in Germany, or La Tomatina in Spain. Discuss the 



 

 

 
 significance of these celebrations, their historical roots, and 

how they are celebrated today. Encourage children to create 
crafts or participate in role-playing activities related to these 
festivals. 

3. Folklore and Mythology: Introduce children to the rich folklore 
and mythology of Europe. Share popular folktales, legends, and 
mythical creatures from different countries. Discuss the stories 
of King Arthur, Greek mythology, or Nordic legends like Thor 
and Odin. Encourage creativity by having children create their 
own folktales or artwork inspired by European folklore. 

4. Traditional Crafts and Art: Explore the traditional crafts and art 
forms that have been passed down through generations in 
Europe. Introduce children to techniques such as pottery, lace- 
making, woodworking, or painting styles like impressionism or 
Renaissance art. Provide hands-on activities where children can 
try their hand at these crafts or create their own artwork 
inspired by European styles. 

 
Throughout the teaching process, encourage children to ask questions, 
share their own cultural experiences, and appreciate the diversity of 
traditions within Europe. Utilize visual aids, multimedia resources, and 
guest speakers from different European backgrounds to provide an 
authentic and inclusive learning experience. Foster an environment of 
respect, curiosity, and open-mindedness, promoting cultural 
understanding and appreciation among the children. 

 
Phase 3: The EU 

When teaching children about the European Union (EU), it's important 
to provide a comprehensive understanding of its purpose, structure, 
and significance. Here are four key aspects that a teacher should cover: 

 
1. Introduction to the EU: Begin by explaining the basic concept of 

the European Union as a political and economic union of 
European countries. Discuss the origins of the EU, including the 
aftermath of World War II and the desire for peace, stability, 
and economic cooperation. Explain the EU's motto of "Unity in 
Diversity" and emphasize its goals of promoting peace, 
democracy, human rights, and economic prosperity among 
member countries. 

2. Institutions and Decision-Making: Introduce the main 
institutions of the EU, such as the European Commission, 
European Parliament, and European Council. Explain their roles 
and responsibilities in making decisions and shaping EU policies. 
Emphasize the principles of democratic decision-making, 
representation, and cooperation among member states. 
Engage children in role-playing activities or mock EU debates to 
help them understand how decisions are made within the EU. 

3. Benefits of EU Membership: Discuss the advantages and 
benefits of EU membership for member countries and their 
citizens. Highlight the freedom of movement, which allows 
people to live, work, and study in different EU countries. 
Explain the single market, which enables the free movement of 
goods, services, capital, and labor within the EU. Discuss other 
benefits, such as consumer protection, environmental 
standards, and cultural exchange. 

4. EU's Role in Addressing Global Challenges: Explain how the EU 
plays a role in addressing global challenges. Discuss topics such 



 

 

 
 as climate change, migration, and international trade. Highlight 

the EU's efforts to promote sustainable development, combat 
climate change, and support humanitarian initiatives. 
Encourage children to think critically about the EU's impact on 
global issues and how it collaborates with other countries and 
international organizations. 

 
Throughout the teaching process, utilize interactive methods such as 
group discussions, simulations, and multimedia resources to engage 
children and deepen their understanding of the EU. Encourage them to 
explore real-life examples of EU initiatives, such as Erasmus+ student 
exchange programs or EU-funded projects in their communities. Foster 
an atmosphere of open-mindedness, respect for diversity, and global 
citizenship, encouraging children to appreciate the benefits of 
international cooperation and the EU's role in fostering unity and peace 
in Europe. 
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